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LA REVOLUTIQN FRANCAISE. 
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France? 
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Un ſeul cri au dedans & an dehors applaudit, 
il y a cinq ans, aux droits, que ce peuple ofa 
vouloir : ſes motifs & ſes moyens furent juges 
juſtes & bons. II allait jouir d'un nouvel ordre 
de choſes, auquel il Etoit paſſe par une rẽ voluti 
douce; ſes, principes traces par plufieurs Ecri- 
vains du fiecle, avaient muri dans les eſprits, une 
opinion que la raiſon, avait preparte, & que le 
tems devait achever: elle allait bientòt Erre fixee 
par l' empire des loix. 3 # 
ps | . * * 2 * 
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FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


W HEN I contemplate” the diſaſtrous ſcene | 
which the face of France now exhibits; hen I 
ſee her moſt zealous and enlightened admirers 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and chilled with diſ- 
may; when 1 behold confederate Europe riſe 
up in arms, to inyade and deſolate her fertile 
provinces, it is natural to enquire what ſtrange 
unaccountable "cauſe has thus ſuddenly drawn 
upon her ſuch accumulated diſtreſs. 33 

Only five years ago, both from within and 
without, an unanimous voice of approbation 
ſanctioned the aſſertion of the rights which the 
French people dared to claim. The motives 


that ſwayed them, and the means they purſued, 


were generally allowel to be rational and juſt 
They now approached the damn of a new order 
of things, the enjoyment of which had been 
opened to them by a mild revolution. 
The principles that led to it, the ableſt pens 
of the age had previouſly diſcuſſed and unfolded; 
and thus was foſtered and matured in the public 
mind, an opinion which reaſon had * 
; | B 2 an 


41 


La politique voyait d'un ceil ſatisfait que cg 
peuple- roi, devenu plus puiſſant par ſon union, 
& plus recommandable par fa vertu, ſerait de- 
ſormais le pouvoir mediateur dans les intẽrèts de 
Europe. Les peuples voiſins, ſeduits par les 
_ de la libertẽ, cherchaient deja à ſe joundre 
a lui. EN | 


AN o 


O France! tu ayais atteint au premier degrẽ 


de la gloire de Rome; les peuples accouraient 
vers toi; les nations voulaient devenir tes allies; 


la deſtinee paraiſſait t'annoncer toute la grandeur 


* » PS - 
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qu'eut jadis cette maitreſſe du monde! 

Mais .. .. quels Dieux, quelle fatalitẽ, quel 
haſard, ont contredit . tout-a-coup ordre des 
choſes? quel monſtre livre ce beau pays aux 


horreurs de la diſcorde? quel renverſement de 


principes fait. qu' aucune loi n'y eſt reconnue, 
aucune autoritẽ reſpectt᷑e; qu'il ne reſte qu'un 
tribunal imparfait & digg 

enfin, qui fait, que ces mEmes nations qui, il y a 
cinq ans, Font admiree,. ſont devenues ſes plus 
cruels ennemis? Je vais tacher d'en demtler les 
_ cauſes; & pour y mettre plus de clarte, je les 
_ en deux; Cauſes au dedans, & Cauſęs au 
ehors. N Wim * 1 be 


n 
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quel eſt cer etre 
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[5] 
and which time would have brought to bear 
an opinion which promiſed ſoon to flouriſh and 
endure, under the wholeſome empire of the 
laws. | -* ' 4 
It even ſeemed to be the with and expectation 
of the political, world, that this People-King, 
thus become more powerful from its union, and 
more reſpectable from its virtue, would hence- 
forth be looked up to as the principal mediator 
in the contending intereſts of Europe. 

Already the neighbouring States, dazzled with 
the ſplendid charms of Liberty, impatiently preſſ- 
ed forward to become their brethren in ſenti- 
ment and opinion. 15 | 

O France! thou hadft already attained the firſt 
ſtep that led to the glories of Rome! Whole 
countries and nations were emulous to follow thy 
example, and eagerly courted thy alliance; and it 
ſeemed to be thy deſtiny to riſe to all the gran- 
deur and. (lat which formerly diſtinguiſhed that 
miſtreſs of the world ! q — 

But what malignant power, what ſad fatality, 
has fruſtrated the views of nature and of reaſon? 
What dzmon has let looſe among this polite 
ple, all the fiends of diſcord and miſfule? 
n change of prineiple, from what ſub- 
verſion of order is it, that no law is acknow- 
ledged, no authority obeyed? and whence does 
it come to paſs, that nothing now remains but a 
divided and incomplete tribunal? What, in a 
word, is the cauſe that has converted into impla- 
cable foes thoſe very nations, who but five 
years ago animated its ſtruggles ſor liberty with 
cheerings of applauſe ? To explore and unravel 
this cauſe, is the feeble attempt of this humble 
_ eſſay; and, for greater perſpicuity, it may be 
viewed in two lights; as internal and external. 


o 
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Nul n'ignore que l'inſuffiſance des Nota- 
bles a raccorder les eſprits, les avait d' autant 
plus aigris, que les Etats-gEneraux Etatent deve- 
nus inevitables. Nul n'ignore que pluſieurs 
traits d' energie ẽchappẽs au Tiers Etat dans dif- 
| ferentes provinces, preſageaient des orages dans 

ce grand acte de la nation. Nous ſavons tous 
que lors de la convocation des Etats-gẽnẽraux A 
Verſailles, le Roi ayant invite les trois Ordres 3 
ſe retirer dans leurs Chambres pour y reviſer 
leurs cahiers, ils devaient enfin ſe rejoindre à lui 
pour dEliberer ſur les interets de I'Etat. Nous 
vimes ces deux corps alors diſtingues, ſourds aux 
invitations rẽpẽtẽes du Roi, ſe lier plus ᷑troi- 
tement, & n'agir des-lors que d'une maniere 
convenue On s'appergut bientôt que les aſſer- 
tions, dont ils ſe couvraient de mandats ẽqui- 
yoques de membres encore abſens, n ẽtaient 
dans le fait, qu'un vain pretexte. Le eſprits 
ſains jugèrent tres - bien que ces aſſertions pou- 
vaient tout- au- plus flatter leurs auteurs encore 


une fois, de faſciner les ſens du — 41 8 les 


prejugts des titres, des rangs, des privileges ; 
mais ce peuple qui comprait toujours ſur ſo 

ancienne force, venait 'de_Vaugmenter par un 

opinion nouvelle. Elle venait de ſe mani- 
feſter dans les tlections, par un choix des phi- 
loſophes & des ſages, par de clubs populaires 
rẽcemment etablis; & cette mẽme opinion de- 
vait etre portce à Verſailles dans 1a perſonne des 
deputes de ce peuple, gui venait de conſacrer 
une volonte : c'eſt ce qui arriva. L Ordre du 
Tiers, entièrement devoue à ſes mandats, tou- 
jours piet à les preſenter, mettant à honneur la 
dEmarche noble du Roi, profitant a la fois de 
Virrefolutioa du Clerge, & de la faible = 
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It is generally acknowledged, that the inef- 
fectual attempts to Te-eſtabliſh unanimity among 
the Notables, had ſo much the more ſoured and 
exaſperated their minds, as they felt it became 
inevitable neceſſigy to convoke the States 
eneral, It is generally known that the many 
arks of patriotic, ardour, which broke from 
he Third Eſtate in different provinces, but too 
plainly prognoſticated the ſtormy proceedings 
that were to agitate that great national act. lt 
is generally known, that at the og of the con- 
vocation of the States-General at Verſailles, the 
three Orders were invited by the King to with- 
draw to their reſpective halls, 1 in order to ſcruti- 
nize and verify their commiſſions; and that it 
was their duty ulticately to re- unite and eonſpire | 
with him in deliberating,on the important inte- 
reſts of the Statt. We beheld; however, two of 
theſe bodies at that time ſtill diſtinet, gegardleſs 
of the reiterated ſolicitations of the King, unite 
together in cloſer uniom and regulate all their 
proceedings on a mutually concerted. plan. B 
ir ſoon appeared, that the re en 5 
forth of ambiguous —_—_ of the abſence 
of members, &c. were but vain; pretexts to 
eloke their deſigns. By penetrating minds, theſe. 
aſſertions were pronounced at beſt but calculated 
to flatter their authors with once more able, 
to faſcinate the cars and eyes of the people with 
the empty ſound of tiles, the proud parade of 
privileges and of rank, Byt this Ey people, who, 
were always confideng, i In Nane ancient ſtrength, 
were now copſgious it had received new an 
from che new opinion they had juſt embraced. 
Theit predilection for tlils opinion was unequivo- 
Sally declared | Ihe elections, by the choice that 
was made, of enlightened and rr repre - 


Ever c furent. erablies ; il etait permis d 


1 2 1 
de la Nobleſſe, annonga au Koi, aux deux 


Ordres, à Europe entiere, la ſouverainetẽ du 
peuple Frangais, & fe conſtitua des-Jors en 
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0 eſt A cejour de nouvelle creation, a 4 mas 


jeſtẽ de ce peuple-roi, i Fauguſte horreur dont 
tous les Ordres Cres Rite e 2 — 
augura bien de la Reyolutio! G2 le 


Conſtitvant s oc upait à edifier un code - * 
digne d'un peuple libre nouveau: nẽ; de ſociẽtẽs 
* 
(cuter, les matièxes des gouvernemens la li- 
rte d criro fut donnee fans reſtriction; chaque 
9 livrait ſes reflexions; M <tait libre à un 
etranger de communiquer les idecs au ſein meme 
du Corps lẽgiſlatif & de ces ſources 'multiplices, 


jailliſſaient des torrens de lumieres dont -I'ap- 
titude Francaiſe peut ſeule, je cis, donner 


Vexemple. II régnait alors deux paftäs égale- 
ment 8 des Fcrivains hardis avaient 
mis en avant ineipes republicans. Cette. 
opinion vantait 1404 a beaucoup de partiſans, & 
incipalement ceux qui ne volent aucun bien 
ns les Fermes moyens :- en vain on leur objectait 


un vieux x prejuge « de [hoon pariiligh du ſyſtème 
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I 
ſentatives, by the recent eſtabliſhmerit of 
otic clubs; and it was natural, that this 3 
ſhould acco npany to Verſailles the deputies of 
this very people, who were ſenſible they had now 
adopted a will of their own. The event juſti- 
fied the conjecture : the Third Etate, zealouſly 
attached to its conſtituen s, and ſcrupulouſly: 
regulated by their inſtructions, which tney we 
ever ready to bring torward, taking advantage 
of the irreſolute wavering of the Clergy, and 
the feeble reſiſtance of the Nobles, no longer 
heſitated to announce to the King, the other Or- 
ders, and all Europe, the ſovereignty of the 
French People, and conſtituted themſelves im- 
mediately a National Aſſembly. 
This day of new creative energy, the majeſty 
of this People-King, the profound awe and dread 
amaze which ſeized the other Orders, were in the 
eye of philoſophy, omens highly favourable to 
the new Revolution. Already the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly was buſy in drawing up a code of laws, 
worthy of a free regenerated people! Already 
Fos pular aſſociations were ſet on foot, where po- 
itical topics were diſcuſſed without apprehenſion 
or controul. The liberty of the preſs was 
cramped by no reſtrictions; every citizen might 
come forward to- deliyer his ſentiments on ſtate 
affairs; and foreigners were permitted to com- 
municate their opinions in the very boſom of 
the legiſlative body. From thoſe multiplied 
ſources burſt forth thoſe: torrents of light which, 
in my opinion, could be only expected and de- 
rived from French enthuſiaſm. There prevailed, 
at that time, two parties, equally prominent 
and avowed : writers of a bold impreſſive tone 
ſtirred up and ſet afloat high republican -princt- 
ples ; 


* 
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republicain avec une vaſte population; l' exemple 
des anciens & des modernes detruiſait en eux 
cette chimere : ils ne trouvaient du vrai & du 
bon que dans le federaliſme. Cependant une opi- 
nion generale dominait: l' exemple du gouver- 
nement mixte, permanent, heureux, depuis des 
ſiècles, dans une ile voiſine; l'idéèe de la mo- 
narchie qui ẽtait I'dole cherie de tout Frangais ; 
le Roi abandonne de ſes plus proches, qui ſeul 
n' avait deſerte ſon pays, tous ces differens motifs 
avaient inſinuẽ d'une manière plus naturelle le 
ſentiment, de la Royaute: ce ſentiment avait 
penẽtrẽ plus a fond, & dans le plus grand 
nombre des cœurs: ce ſentiment prevalut, fut 
adopte, proclame, & la monarchie temperee 
decretẽe. . 3 


3 


Quel ſpectacle raviſſant ſe deploya des cet 
inſtant, de tous les coins du royaume! Les villes 
ſe diſputaient à Venvi Vhonneur de celebrer ce 
pacte de reunion, pacte qui paraiſſait ſatisfaire A 
la fois tous les partis: les villages ſe viſitaient, 
les voiſins ſe re;oignaient; & ce ſexe aimable 
qui ſert a perfectionner tout dans l' homme, ve- 
nait offrir ſes attraits & ſes mains pour dreſſer 
dans le Champ-de-Mars Vautel à la Liberte— 
C'eſt 1a on un peuple entier, rẽuni par le nœud 
de la fraternite, jura à la face du Ciel, de la 
maintenir, on de mourir pour elle: c'eſt de la 
enfin, que devant ſe retirer, & chacun * 

. ans 
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les; and theſe principles already boaſted no 
inconſiderable number of powerful abettors; 
among whom were chiefly thoſe who love hazar- 
dous enterpriſe, and who ſpurn the puſillanimity 
of half meaſures, Futile, in their eyes, was the ob- 
jection, though ſanctified by hoary prejudice, that a 
republican ſyſtem was irreconcileable with a nu- 
merous population. But the hiſtory of ancient and 
modern times preſented a hoſt of examples, be- 
fore which this idle chimera ſhrunk and diſap- 
peared. Federaliſm alone they judged to contain 
whatever was ſound, ſafe, and great. A more gene- 
ral opinion, however, became predominant: the 
example of a mixed Government, permanent 
and proſperous for ages paſt, in a neighbouring 
iſland; the idea of Monarchy, ever fondly ido- 
lized by a French heart; the King deſerted by his 
relatives, and alone, not deſerting his country. 
all theſe various motives concurred to plead, in 
a milder and more perſuaſive voice, in favour of 
Royalty. This ſentiment ſunk more deeply, and 
inſinuated itſelf more generally into the hearts of 
the nation, It at length triumphed, was adopted, 
proclaimed, and a temperate Monarchy finally 

decreed. — 
From this moment was diſplayed, throughout 
every corner of the kingdom, the moſt delight- 
ful ſpectacle that could attract the eyes of man: 
all the towns vied with each other in ſanctioning 
with their applauſe and approbation this pact of 
union, which promiſed to meet and gratify the 
wiſhes of all parties. Villages crowded together 
to ſhare the general joy; and neighbours con- 
gratulated each other on the bleſſings of that 
glorious day; and that amiable ſex, whoſe ſoft, 
perſuaſive eye ſeems lighted by Heaven to-look 
mankind into perfection, cheerfully contributed 
. their 
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dans ſes foyers, allait jouir en paix du bonheur 
que ces elperances lui promettaient, eſperances 
qui furent bientòt reduites 2 de ſimples vœux. 


C'eſt ici qu'il faut retracer, s'il ſe peut, les 
routes cachees, par leſquelles la diſcorde chere 
cliait à intecter de ſes pu.luns les canaux, par ol 
ce bonneur eùt pu parvcnir...., 


Il eft du caractère d'une grande nation, lorſ- 
qu'elle a conſaerẽ une volontẽ, de vaincre tous 
les obſtacles pour la ſuraſſeoir; s'il n'ẽtait du 
caractère Frangais de tout modifier. Ce peuple, 
Jal ux de la vraie gloire, renfermait dans fon ſein 
des enne mis familiers; il y avait un nombre 
d':ndividus dont l'inſtinct ell Je n'exiſter que par 
le dẽſordre, d'inviter au meEcontentement, à la 
ſedition. Ce nombre deja fort par lui- meme, en 
ſoulevait un plus grand encore, inconnu dans les 
temps ordinaires, eſpece d'etres rares, qui ne pa- 
raiſſent qu'en temps des revolut.ons dans les airs; 
ſemblables à ces inſectes facheux qui $'elevent 
apres Vecoulement des eaux ſtagnantes. Il ſe joi- 
Snait 2 cela une claſſe de gens qui ne ſortent ja- 

mais de leur ſphere d'activitẽ, * qui ne voyant 
conſequemment } jamais au- delà, croient que c'eſt 
a ètre toujours inquiet, & à ſe remuer, que le bien 
public s opere. Cette agitation generale, jointe 


0 à celle 
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the magic of their charms, and the labour of 
their hands, to edify an altar to Liberty in the 
Champ de Mars. That was the glorious theatre 
on which a whole people, linked together by the 
heart-embracing bonds of fraternity, ſolemnly 


ſwore, in the face of heaven and of earth, to 


maintain that Liberty, or die in its deſence. 
It was from thence that this people withdrew, 
each returning to his domeſtic hearth, 2 
to enjoy that happineſs which his hopes whiſ- 
pered him to expect. But ſoon fumed away 
thoſe fond hopes, the empty vapour of their 
wiſhes! 

It were here the place, had I been equal to the 
taſk, to retrace thoſe dark and dubious ways by 
which Diſcord poiſoned, with its baneful breath, 
thoſe very chanels through which that happineſs 
might have been taught to flow, 

It is the characteriſtic of a great nation, when 
it has once embraced and conſecrated an opinion, 
to brave and to ſurmount every obſtacle that o 

E its thorough and permanent eſtablſhment; 
but there is, unfortunately, inherent in the French 
character, an inconſtancy and madneſs to modify 
every thing. 

The French nation, though jealous of true 
glory, harboured in its boſom domeſtic enemies. 
It contained a deſcription of men, whoſe whole 
#nſtin is to live in riot and confuſion ; to four 
diſcontent, and provoke ſedition. This deſcrip- 
tion, already conſiderable, ftirred up another, 
ſtill more powerful, but unknown * unnoticed 
in ordinary times; a ſpecies of rare portentous 
beings, who make their appearance but in times 
of diſturbance; not unlike thoſe importunate 
inſects that people and infeſt the air where ſtag- 
nant waters have dried up, With thele were - 
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a celle que Yor des ennemis caches augmentait, 
dẽchirait de convulſions inteſtines un peuple, 
dont la ſeule inaction eur ſuff pour les anean- 
tir. Mais enivre encore des exploits du 14 
Juillet, de ceux du 5 Octobre, des journees de 
Montauban, de celles du camp de Jales, il re- 

uſſait toujours la force par la force, & par là 
l ſe harcelait de lui mème. 


Le veritable eſprit de patriotiſme, qui eſt tou- 
jours Eclaire, nẽtait que dans un petit nombre 
d' hommes, dont l'inſuffiſance ne pouvait guere 
pere un ſyſteme de marche reglee, nẽceſſaire 

un peuple facile: ce ſyſteme etait d' autant 
plus difficile à ẽtablir, que la ſubordination qui 
fait la permanence des nations du Nord, eſt dans 
l'eſprit du Frangais, un frein que ſon cœur ne 
ſait endurer. C'eſt de ce principe meme d'on 
la reſiſtance devait naitre, que ſon averſion di- 
rigeait à ſa propre defaite, 


Joignons à ces cauſes le parti Royaliſte int6- 
rieur ; l'inſurrection des rebelles en Corſe; la di- 
viſion en age 7: qui des 1780 n'a ceſſẽ 
d'oppoſer les havitans contre tous les autres 
Colons. Le premier eſt ne & s' eſt maintenu des 
la ſeconde revolution. La fureur de la Liberte 
qui a fait changer les Corſes quatre fois de 
maitres, en moins d'un ſiècle, vient de les rẽunir 

| encore 


5 
L 16 J. 

leagued another claſs, who never venture out of 
their little ſphere of action, and whoſe views it 
conſequently bounds; a pert, pragmatic race, 
who imagine it is only by fretful reſtleſſneſs, and 
eternal buſtle, that the public weal is promoted 
and ſecured, This wide-ſpread diſturbance, to- 

ther with that fomented and increaſed by the 
gold of ſecret enemies, hurried on, and plunged 
into inteſtine broils, a nation, by whoſe ſole in- 
action and contempt they might have dwindled 
into nought. But, drunk and fluſhed with the 
ſucceſs. and exploits of the 4th of July, the 5th 
of October, the affair of Montauban, and of the 
Camp of Jales, they continued to repel force by 
force ; and, in their fits of folly, faſtened and 
preyed upon themſelves. | 2 

The genuine ſpirit of patriotiſm, that is ever 
or by the torch of reaſon, actuated but a 
ew individuals, whoſe divided efforts could 
ſcarcely be expected to enforce a regular, well- 
concerted ſyſtem. Such a ſyſtem it was the more 
difficult to eſtabliſh, as the ſpirit of ſubordina- 
tion, which gives ſtability to the nations of the 
north, is, to the feelings of a Frenchman, a gall- 
ing, inſufferable curb : it is this very principle 
from which refiſtance ſhould ariſe, that, from 
their averſion for it, inſtigated them to their own 
ruin. 

To theſe cauſes may be added, the Royaliſt 
party within; the inſurrection of Corſica; the 
diſunion in the American Colonies, which, ſince 
the year 1790, never ceaſed to embroil the plan- 
ters with other inhabitants, their negro ſlaves: 
the firſt took its riſe at the ſecond revolution, 
and has ſince maintained its ground. A furious 
zeal for liberty, which in leſs than a century 

| prompted 
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encore ſous un de ſes anciens. Un decret qui 
devait rendre la liberté aux Negres, choquait 
les interets des haditans qui regardent ces Etres 
ſous le double rapport de propricte & de 
cultivateurs. Un autre decrer qui donnait le 
droit d' election aux geus de couleur, ne les 
alarmait pas mains, craignant d'avoir en eux des 
rivaux à combattre par les pouvoirs dont ils 
pourraient Etre inveſtis. Tous ces motifs con- 
traires aux intẽrèts de la Revolution, acheverent 
de reduire la France à un ẽtat de criſe univer- 
ſelle. Telles ſont à- peu près les ſources des 
malheurs qui ont dechire la France au dedans. 


Mais ſuivons de pres cette foule d'Emigres, 
que-Videe des pertes de biens, de rangs, de pri- 
vileges pourſuivaient par-tout, & que le ſenti- 
ment de les ravoir nourriſſait de vengeahce— 
Leurs moyens ᷑taient minces: en vain ils ta- 
cherent d' attirer dans leur armee une portion de 
la troupe reglee, ainſi que du corps des volon- 
taires. Cet eſſai ne fut qu'une illuſion que les 
preſtiges avaient enfantẽ, & que quelques mo- 
mens diſſipèrent. L' opinion avait fait du Rhin 
la barrière de la France, & un point au-dela 
ẽtait juge celui de l'ennemi. Ces Emigres n'e- 
tant donc puiſſans par les moyens, il fallait au 
moins le devenir par l' influence. C'eſt alors que 
la politique forgeait en ſecret, & dans ſes ſourdes 
mences tacha à mettre en action tous les ẽlẽmens 
qui pouvaient attirer les Puiſſances ẽtrangères 
contre la France. II fallait agir adroitement, & 


juger de coup ſor, par quel Cabinet il fallait 


commencer. L'obſervation avait montrẽ que 
Vienne avait toujours mis Verſailles dans ſes 
| pieges 
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prompted Corſica four times to change its rulers, 
has now again united it to the ſtandard of one of 
its ancient maſters. A decree which reſtored li- 
berty to the negroes ſeemed pointedly adverſe to 
the intereſt of the planters, who view thoſe mi- 
ſerable beings under the double relation of pro- 
perty, and the tillers of their plantations: ano- 
ther, which granted them the privilege of elec- 
tion, tended equally to alarm their maſters, as 
they dreaded to ſee them riſe into future rivals of 
their power. Theſe were all ſo many obſta- 
cles that clogged and embarraſſed the progreſs 
of the Revolution; and from hence partly flowed 
the calamities of an internal nature that harraſſed 
and overwhelmed France. | 

Let us now fix an obſerving eye on that crowd 
of Emigrants, - who are every where hunted and 
purſued by the fretful recollection of their loſt 
fortunes, their degraded titles, their aboliſhed 
privileges, and whom the impatience to recover 
them galls with all the rancorous bitterneſs of 
revenge. Conſcious of their want of ſtrength, 
they attempted, but in vain, to draw over to 
their army a portion of the troops of the line, 
and even of the volunteer corps; but the attempt 
proved to be the offspring of illuſive hope, foſ- 
tered by blind infatuation... The Rhine was ge- * 
nerally regarded as the barrier that ſeparated the 
contending parties, the friends of the Revolution 
on one fide, its enemies on the other. That 
ſtrength which the ſcantineſs of their reſources 
denied them, the Emigrants endeavoured to ac- 
quire by influence and ſolicitation. - Every poli- 
_ tical engine was therefore ſet to work, and all 
the wily ways of artful intrigue were eſſayed, to 
arm and point the rage of foreign Powers againſt 
| 5 Do; 5 
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pitges, & par les plus habiles manceuvres, de- 


puis le traité de 1756: la reflexion avait indiquẽ᷑ 


les differens interets qui pouvaient flatter la 
Cour d' Autriche de biens poſſeſiones en Alſace, 
du Brabant en etat d'inſurrection, d'une Sœur 
en danger, La politique decida que la clef de la 
volte de cet ẽdifice dit Erre polce dans le Ca- 
biner de Pilnitz: c'eſt ce qui eut lieu. Ces 


conſiderations eurent tout le ſuccès deſire; elles 


furent avreees par Teſpoir, accueillies par Vin- 
terer, embraſſèes par la -cr-inte, qui s'aggran- 


diſſant, les alarmait au point de croire le trone 


pret à ètre Ebranle. Ces raiſons ſuffirent pour 
determiner les hoſtilites : ce Cabinet commenga 
a ordonner les attroupemens dans tout PEm- 
Pire, A nEgocier avec la Pruſſe, & à correſpondre 
d'une manière vague & incertaine avec la 
France: incertitude reflechie, qui  attendait, 
co.nme il fut, la declaration de guerte, 


* 


\ 


Cet interet de PEmpire devenu commun à 
tous les Rois, il fallait le rendre general : deja la 
Sar laigne, qui s'eſt ẽlevẽe & enrichie par les de- 
bris des guerres des autres, Etait d' autant · plus 

intẽreſſee 
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France, and her new. principles : but prudence 
taught them, that it was neceſſary to proceed 
with the flow, but ſteady ſtep of circumſpection, 
and, with unerring aim, to hit upon that Cabi- 
net wherein it was proper to open and concert 
their great eventful plan. It was rather obvious 
to oblerve, that Vienna, ſince the treaty of 1756, 
had, by the dexterous play of the moſt ſubtle 
manceuvres, uniformly enſnared into its ſchemes 
the Cabinet of Verſailles. Its poſſeſſions in Alſace 
—the inſurrections in Brabant—a ſiſter expoſed 
to all the horrors of captivity and death—every 
thing that could flatter the ambition, or rouſe 
the alarms of the former Court, were induſtri- 
ouſly thruſt forth. It was ultimately decided, 
that the key-ſtone of the arch of this political 
edifice ſhould be laid in the Cabinet of Pilnitz ; 
and in reality it was. This ſyſtem was crowned 
with all the wiſhed-for ſucceſs. The general 
terror impreſſed by the ſpirit of conqueſt which 
then animated the French, cauſed it to be fa- 
vourably received, and eagerly adopted ; and 
this ſame terror, by a rapid increaſe, ſeemed al- 
ready to ſhake the ſtability of the. Imperial 
Throne. This more than ſufficed to determine 
the Auſtrian Cabinet to reſolve upon hoſtilities. 
It therefore began to call forth and muſter the 
forces of the Empire; it opened a negociation 
with Pruſſia, a correſpondence of a vague and 
ambiguous aſpect with France; but a deliberate 
ambiguity, which only waited, as time has ſhewn, 
a declaration of war. | 

The cauſe of Auſtria having thus become the 
common cauſe of Kings, it was neceſſary to 
make its intereſts and defence of general con- 
cern. Sardinia, that owes its riſe and riches to 
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intẽreſſẽe dans cette occaſion, que ſes domaines 
Etaient envahis du cote de la Savoye; Nice 
offrait, comme de tout tems, un paſſage ouvert 
& aiſe pour traverſer les Alpes; Turin devait 
etre le ſecond anneau de la grande chaine qui 
allait entourer la France. La Hollande, qui 
comptait un grand nombre de partiſans de la RE- 
volution, paraiſſait inviter A l'invaſion; mais cet 
Element, qui la menace fans ceſſe de l'engloutir, 
ſuffit de le diriger contre Vennemi du Stathou- 
der pour le faire deſerter de ſes Etats. L'Eſpagne, 
qui fait que les Pyrences doivent etre ſes limites 
Eternelles avec la France, entra dans Talliance 
uniquement pour ſe detendre, & pour jouer un 
role a-peu-pres egal a la Pruſſe. g 


Enfin cette poignee d' Emigrẽs avait ſu remuer 
les principales Puiſſances environnantes, lorſ- 
qu'elle 8'appergut que pour porter le grand coup, 
il fallait attaquer la France par terre & par mer. 
L'Angleterre, qui a toujours fait pencher la ba- 


| lance lorſque les interets. de l'Europe ont du 


etre decides ſur l' empire des mers, a ẽtẽ invitee, a 


' Ete ſollicitee, & elle eſt entree dans la ligue. 


Elle a prefere . ſacrifier un commerce qui etait 
devenu brillant des Vepoque meme de la Revo- 
lution, au ſeul doute de recevoir chez elle quel- 
que opinion qui put; porter atteinte aux prin- 


cipes de ſa conſtitution, 


Telles 
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the ſpoils which war has wreſted from other 
Powers, was already the more nearly intereſted 
on the occaſion, as its dominions were invaded 
towards Savoy. Nice, as in all times, preſented 
an eaſy paſſage over the Alps; Turin was deſ- 
tined to be the ſecond link of the great chain 
that was to encompaſs France, Holland, that 
contained a formidable party in favour of the 
Revolution, ſeemed to ſolicit and encourage an 
invaſion ; but that-boiſterous element which ever 
threatens to overwhelm it, by being properly di- 
refed againſt the enemies of the Stadtholder, 
ſufficed to fruſtrate their expectations, and defeat 
their attempts. Spain, that looks on the Pyre- 
nean mountains as its eternal boundaries from 
France, acceded to the league merely from mo- 


tives of ſelf- defence: and there can ſcarce be 


entertained a doubt but that ſhe acts the ſame 
part as Pruſſia. | 
Thus had a handful of Exiles ſucceeded' in 
ſtirring up againſt France the principal neigh- 
bouring Powers, when, to give full ſucceſs to 
their deſigns, they perceived it was neceſſary to 
attack her both by ſea and land. For this they 
muſt have attempted to gain over the concur- 
rence of that Power, whoſe nod has ever ſufficed 
to incline the balance, when the intereſts of Eu- 
rope are to be decided on the plains of the ocean: 
England, therefore, was ſolicited ;— England 
yielded to the ſolicitation :wher commercial in- 
tereſts, which roſe and ſtood higheſt from the 
very date of the Revolution, it was deemed ex- 
pedient to ſacrifice, from the mere apprehenſion 
of giving an inlet to opinions that might tend, 
even remotely, to affect the principles of her 
conſtitution. | 
; Hence 
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Telles ſont à- peu- près les cauſes qui ont jetẽ 
la France dans les plus grands haſards; & d' au- 
tant poo. les dangers paraiſſa;ent devenir grands, 
que la diviſion avait penetre juſque dans la Con- 
vention. Il eſt heureux cependant que le parti 
de la nation ait te le vainqueur : mais le juge- 
ment du Roi, & la guerre declaree à cecte der- 


niere Puiſſance, ont parus precipites à tous les 


bons palitiques, II aurait fallu conſerver cet 
otage pour s aſſurer de negociations a vantageuſes 
avec Vennemi ; il aurait fallu mẽnager la neu- 
tralite de V'Angleterre, dont la politique doit 


changer en eſprit de conquete, fi la paix ne la 


previent. Une fois raffermie ſur la ſuretẽ de ſon. 
pays, il ſe peut qu'elle aille chercher à ſe dẽ- 

ommager à quinze cents lieues, de vingt pro- 
vinces perdues il y a douze ans | 


- 
e 


Mais 8'il eſt permis de nous livrer & des con- 


jectures, & de nous faire une queſtion, quel eſt le 
ſort deſtinẽ à la France? nous rẽpondrons avec 
naivetẽ: celui des Rẽpubliques de la Grèce, de 
celle de Rome, de la Nouvelle Amerique; celui 
d'un bonheur ſolide & permanent. Un peuple 
puiſſant, ſerrẽ, qui n'a qu'une volontẽ, dont le 
mobile eſt la Liberte, devient un peuple in- 
vincible. ** | | * 
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Hence - aroſe the perilous circumſtances 'to _ 


which France was reduced; and her ſituation ap- 
ared the more deplorable. and deſperate, as 


diſcord had found its way into the very boſon 


of the Convention, The national party, hows 


ever, has fortunately prevailed; though the luſtre 
of their triumph, ke the wildam'ot. their coun- 
cils, may ſeem to be ſomewhat tarniſhed and im- 
peached by the execution of the King, and the 
declaration of war againſt England; meafures, 


* 


which ſound and ſober policy would have ſhrunk 


from, as deſperate and raſh:” The perſon of the 


King they ought to have detained, and ſecured 
as an hoſtage, that, at a future period, would 


have entitled them to advantageous conditions 


from the enemy; and of England and its diſpo- 


ſition they ought to have been tender and obſer- 


vant, in order to inſure the continuance of her 


neutrality ; it not being repugnant to that na- 


tion's politics to be carried away by a ſpirit of 


conqueſt, unleſs it be timely checked by the in- 
tervention of peace. For, once ſecure of its qwn 
internal tranquillity, far 1s 1t from being impro- 
bable but that it may, at the diſtance of 1500 
leagues, endeavour to repair the loſs of twenty 


_ provinces, which twelve years ago were wreſted 


from its empire. 


But, were I now permitted to hazard a con- f 
Jecture, and aſk my mind, what. is to be the ul- 
timate fate of France? it would not heſitate to 


anſwer, that France will ſhare the fate of the 


Republics of Greece, that of Rome, and the New 
America; and that there is reſerved for her the 
enjoyment of permanent and ſolid happineſs. 


This great people, compact and concentrated, 
harmonized in heart, and attuned in opinion, 


the 


E * 


Les Nations alices, laſſces de verſer le ſang 
de leurs ſujets pour une opinion, & d'ẽpuiſer 
leur trẽſor pour un mot, chercheront elles-memes 
une paix qui ne peut faire que le bien de tous 
les deux. Ce peuple qui n'aura change aucun 
gouvernement, qui ne gardera aucune province 
ennemie, & qui n'allait à la conquete que par 
la crainte que ſa | ibertẽ ne lui fut ravie au de- 
dans, perſuadera à leurs chefs qu'une guerre, qui 
ne determine aucun ſyſtème nouveau eſſentiel, 
devient pour le moins inutile. La France 
abandonnant cet eſprit d exaltation qui opere les 
grandes actions dans la guerre, reprendra une 
activitè eclairee, choiſira un gauvernement con- 
forme a ſes nouvelles mœurs, a ſes principes, à ſon 
climat ; elle donnera acces aux ſciences, aux arts, 
au commerce; & pleine de gloire de $'erre de- 
ſendue contre J Europe ennemie, elle rẽparera 
par Vinduſtric, les deſaſtres toujours attaches à 
. 65 
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the ſpring and ſoul of whoſe every action is the 
love of liberty and of their country, muſt riſe 
into a nation not to be ſubdued. - * ev 
The Confederate States, weary of exhauſting + 

the blood of their ſubjects about an opinion, and 
their treaſures about a word, will ſoon, of their 
own accord, inclige to a peace, which alone can 
ultimately Nee the intereſt of either ſide. The 
French People, without having changed the form 
of any government, or retained the conqueſt of 
any foreign territory, but who were ſpurred on 
to invaſion by the fear of ſeeing their new-reco- © 
vered Aiberties ſo rudely torn from them, will 

convince the hoſtile Powers, that a war which 


eſtabliſhes no ſettled efficient ſyſtem, is at beſt 


but idle and unproductive. France, cooling 
from that ardent enthuſiaſm, ſo fertile in heroic 
deeds of the field, will gradually ſubſide into a 
tranquil, but wiſe activity; ſhe will adopt a mode 
of government analogous to her new ſentiments, 
opinion, and climate ; to arts, ſciences, and 
commerce, ſhe will open an alluring retreat; 
and, nobly exulting in having deſended herſelf 
- againſt the united attacks of confederate Europe, 
ſhe will call on her induſtry to obliterate, with 
triumphant hands, the waſteful veſtiges of war! 
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